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February 24, 1993

The Honorable James H. Quello
Acting Chairman
Federal Communications Commission·.
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Acting Chairman Quello·:

I am writing to bring to your attention a matter of
importance to me and to a number of constituents I represent.

The matter concerns the Federal Communications Commission
·Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM:.PR Docket 92-235)', which
will, if' adop.ted,. greatly reduce the· number of radio frequencies
currently used for radio controlled model airplanes ..,.. I would
appreciate it if you could address the concern .. raised in the
enclosed letter to me, which is representative of the many
letters that I have received, and advise me accordingly.

Thank you for your
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consideration.

titJ~
Member of Congress
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The ~onara~le Bob Franks
US House of Rep~e$e~tatives

Washingt~n7 D.C 20515
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I aM a G2 years old businessman and derive many hours of
e~joy~ent ~~o~ eonst~ucting and aperatiny radio cont~olled

m.odel .ail-.,;;lan~~.. I i.,ave been interested in avia·~i';:.~·, sir.ce !
;"~'~-"9' y;;r-;-;;f;~:;g;:'-'r~;n''':very "'~6trv'~'~Trl ."a l-:.ca,l . c'iub-"wf\ose;" -"'-,_.. ..,
members enjoy co~structing and operatin~ radio controlled
model airFlanes and have taught at publi~ schools.

I aM very concerned about proposed rules that are curren~ly

unde~ considera~io~ by the i-ederal COMM~nications Commissior.
Cl='CCl. The pr.oceedingis ;:'R Docket 9Z-a3S. 11" adopted .the Y4eW

~ules wi~l greatly reduce the u$.bility of freque~cies

cu~~ently ~ssigned for model use and increase the risk o~

ac:-ciderl'ts and .attendant liability for COrltre<l!ing nl-::·del
a i )-"'p:i. aJ"lE:S.

Our ~adio control frequencies are in the 72-75 MHz ba~d. this
band is Jrimarily ~sed for private l.and mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control freque~cies in this
band at"'e fa"'" ene.ugh .apart rl'""om the l~n'"lC; mo~i Ie 'frequeTlcies
that we have been able to sha~e the band without either use
interferi~g with the other.

Now the l='CC wants ./;0 c1"'ea;!:e more la~d m<::.tH le'f';":equencies by
splitting them i"~o ~arrower bandwidths and ~e~rr~nging the
bal"'.d plar•• As a r~sult, many ~al"!d r1l.:.bi le fl~eq~srfci"es wi!.l
move closer to the radio control f~eouencies and cause

'''';''~-:r~' ,-~._..._: ..~ ~I.~.~~:f.~!~ep~i?_ ~c:. X,~t:':!~i ("'~,-;::.c.nt~s;:::;i.. ...:;;'R~r..~~.iS.'Y"~';;'· :, . !fJ..nJ ..~)..,d.__t)1C'.\.t..""'~~":'-- .,-,.... : .
the 50 .~~qu~ncie5 that are ~resently available for radio
control of model airplanes, ~nly 19 frequencies will be left
iF these ~ew rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio contr~l, we go to
~reat lengths to .assure the safety of the operators and
by~tanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the c~re?ul coordination and use of th~

radio control frequencies. I~ the number o¥ usable.
frequencies is diMi~lshed a~ pr0p~sed by the FCC, ~ne

remaining frequencies will become congested and ~he margin af
sa?ety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many mode~ airplanes have wing spans
up to 10 feet .an~ weigh as Much as 30 or 40 pOU~d5. The
models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the
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poiryi:., ..th~·y .ol..r@c.apab~·~ ... c'f clEl~5ir'1g .P.~'t'!Jj?"t::i darnca·~l~,$.~riQL'~
·.iYij.'l.ry, or" ever. ce.ol.th if· r--adicl inter·fere~cE:· c.· •.r,_~~~s .·the .
cpe·r~at<.'r te.· lose c':'Y'.trol of the c~'a..ft. !"hi! c.ftel'l· fly our-

. r"o;:ielsat ~'~51anized events ar:o cc.1'.1;estswhere h·l,.Il",dreds of'
~p~r~to~s participate. We need the use of O~r full complement
of redio f~equencies in order to .ol.ssure a safe f'ly~ng

e~yironm~nt_ .

:. de· Y'lC.t think it i.s wise of the FCC to seek to irnpr'c.ve the
oper~tlng conditions o¥land mobile radio u~ers at the
eMpenS€ of radio control modele~s. The FC~ may not think we
~re ~s iMportant as business users of radio~, but W~ ~~ve a

: ._.~ns:.~d.e,J:~~1,..EL ~Xl..."l~irjl.eL'.~' _~!"J,.".C'-~L !OQd~~;;_ <,!,.!,d. in.•OIE: ..!:SI~.,~£..~, __ .._ .•.~__-..__ .__.,,_
equipMent. The hobby provlde$ many hours of enjOyMent to '
thc'LIsands of' pec.pIe 1 ike rnysel f' and cOl'ltributes to the
advance~ent and dex~lopment of the comMercia~ aviation
indLlstt'y.

Please help me cont~nue th2 Dafe enjoyment of my oastime by
no~ allOWing the FCC to carry out its proposdls fo~ the 7~-76

MHz' bal"ld.

. .~ ....__.. '_.~"-'_.-.... -"~.. --'_.'~""
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